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Commentary

Composition

Vocabulary, Grammar &
Punctuation

Spelling

Handwriting

The writing is lively and
appropriate to the
narrative form. The
vocabulary often adds
interesting detail
(astonished, examining,
ancient, contraption,
robotic), but occasionally
verb choices are weak
(saw, ran, got, came).

Paragraphs are largely
organised thematically,
and are well-developed
early on, but less so in the
latter part of the narrative.

Organisational devices
and fronted adverbials
create cohesion and
comment on the action
(fortunately, apparently,
also, that day) but
occasionally these do not
match the tone of the
narrative (therefore).

There is some attempt to
develop character (the boy
is described as curious,
astonished, enjoys
examining aquatic life), but
the setting is less
developed.

Sentence structure is
varied and enhances the
meaning, although few
subordinate clauses are
used. Conjunctions are
mostly compound (and,
but, so, or) with few
subordinating ones
(because and as being the
only two used).

Some noun phrases
create interesting details
(curious boy, ancient
camera, robotic fish,
undersea creatures).

There is no expansion
after the nouns to further
develop them.

There are few punctuation
errors throughout (one
example of comma
splicing). Commas are
used consistently to
demarcate fronted
adverbials and to clarify
meaning.

Spelling is mostly
accurate, including nearly
all high frequency words.
Many age-appropriate
endings are spelled
correctly (-ous, -ture,
-tion).

The only errors made that
are below age-appropriate
expectations:

fount (found)

couchs (couches)

Other errors include:
unoticed (unnoticed)
hermet (hermit)
acient (ancient)
fortunatly (fortunately)

Horizontal and diagonal
strokes are used to join
appropriate letters, but are
not always consistently
formed. The spacing
between words is
appropriate. However, the
legibility of the writing is
not helped by untidily
formed letters which
appear hastily formed.
Writing does not always sit
neatly on the line.




